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Greetings to our friends and fellow conservationists around the world!

The last quarter has been a busy one for us, and we have a lot of news to share with you.

There has been much cause for celebration following the birth of a whole nursery of cubs, including two King

Cheetah cubs born in the same litter! We have also seen a number of other animals arriving at our doorstep,

including two rhinos which were brutally butchered for their horns. Thankfully the animals are in the expert care

of a specialist team, and their future looks brighter than the many others which have lost their lives to this

senseless and barbaric practise.

We have enjoyed a number of initiatives with the local community, and give you heartwarming feedback from the

intern, Izaak Malepe, who was sponsored by the US Friends of the HESC.

The Student Programme continues to be as popular as ever. For those who do not have three weeks to spare, we

have devised a special one week programme in December 2013 and April 2014. Read more below.

We hope to see you at the Centre, but if you will not be in our neck of the woods, head on over to our Facebook

page where we keep you updated on our news and stories.

May the last quarter of your year be kind to you, and remember to end off as you wish to start the next!

Yours in conservation 

From all of us at HESC

Feedback from our last Cheetah Chat

http://www.hesc.co.za/press_room-newsletters.html
http://www.hesc.co.za/
http://twitter.com/Cheetah_Centre
http://blog.hesc.co.za/
http://www.facebook.com/HoedspruitCheetahCentre
http://www.facebook.com/HoedspruitCheetahCentre


Duma & Lana’s Cubs

We last communicated about Duma and Lana’s nocturnal visits, and our immense surprise to find that Lana had

given birth to three cubs.

Over the last few weeks, the cubs have been taken away from Lana’s camp, and introduced to three other cubs –

Kris, Malou and Heidi.

When cheetah cubs reach a certain age, it is customary that they are weaned from their mother. We try to place

them with other cubs of a similar age, which promotes strong and healthy bonds between the cats from an early

age.

Mary Jane makes a ful l  recovery

After a long road, we are really happy to advise that Mary Jane has made a full recovery. She is once again with

all her siblings and within her age group, and you would not notice a scar or a limp!

Read more from curator, Christo Scheiber.

Kui le,  the serval

In our last update, Kuile the serval kitten had just arrived at The Centre.

He has now been moved from the hospital to the crèche area after completing his time in quarantine (this is

necessary with all new arrivals to prevent any potential illnesses from spreading to the resident animals).

This young creature is quite solitary and is not too fond of company.

http://blog.hesc.co.za/2013/05/nocturnal-visits-with-an-unexpected-outcome/
http://blog.hesc.co.za/2013/04/update-form-christo-scheiber-curator-at-hesc/


This young creature is quite solitary and is not too fond of company.

New Arr ivals

King Cheetah Cubs

August was a month of celebration at the HESC.

Firstly, we welcomed not one, but TWO King Cheetah cubs in one litter. As the distinctive fur pattern is caused by

a rare mutation of a recessive gene, both parents must carry the ‘King gene’ in order for the offspring to show

off the spectacular markings of a King cheetah. These two gorgeous fur balls were born to parents Tilla and

Tristan.

Read more

http://blog.hesc.co.za/2013/08/two-king-cheetah-cubs-born-at-the-hesc/


MORE Cheetah Cubs

As if two King Cheetah cubs were not enough, another NINE cubs were born – four to Meg, and five to Thea.

Nothing welcomes spring as much as new life, and The Centre is a-buzz with excitement.

The cubs are all now walking and playing around, and keeping their mothers very busy!

Bubbles, another serval  k i t ten

On the 20th June 2013 Pieter Strauss phoned the Hoedspruit Endangered Species Centre (HESC) regarding a

female serval kitten. He explained that there was a veld fire, and a mother serval had tried to cross the road

with her kitten. Unfortunately the mother was hit by a car, and the little one was left stranded in the middle of

the road. Mr. Strauss picked up the baby and took it home.

Knowing that this was a wild animal which required specialised care, he brought the kitten to the Centre.

Read more

http://hesc.co.za/
http://hesc.co.za/
http://blog.hesc.co.za/2013/09/bubbles-the-serval-kitten-finds-a-home-with-us/


Cinnamon (wi ld dog pup)

Meet the latest addition to the wild dog family, Cinnamon.

Cinnamon is the only surviving pup in its litter, and is creeping into the hearts of both staff and visitors.

Unfortunately its sex cannot be determined at this stage, but we will keep you posted.

The Reed family visited the Centre late in August, and immediately fell in love with the pup - they adopted it and

named it Cinnamon. You can hardly blame them....

De-horned rhinos brought to HESC for rehabi l i tat ion

On Friday the 30th of August, a ranger radioed the head of the anti poaching unit on an un-named reserve to ask

if rhinos had been de-horned as he had spotted a rhino without a horn.    The anti-poaching unit stepped in, and

found that 3 rhinos had been darted by poachers and de-horned. Miraculously, although one bull was killed, the

remaining two cows survived.

The horns had been neatly cut of with a chainsaw, but this left the animals’ sinus canals open and exposed,

posing a massive threat.

On Tuesday the 4th September, the 2 rhinos were moved to HESC so that we could keep a close eye on them,

assist with the treatment procedures, and reduce costs in helicopter fees which would have been required to

conduct aerial searches for them.



conduct aerial searches for them.

Read more about phase 1 of their treatment, as well as a follow up report from Nina Kisch.

Should you wish to get involved by contributing towards the rhinos, please click here to visit our online

donations. The cost to date exceeds R160,000.00, and their next treatment is scheduled for the 24th October.

Every cent helps!

We are also appealing for someone to sponsor a camera for us to keep a vigilant eye on the rhinos. The camera

we have been using was loaned to us, but we will no longer have use of it within the next week or two. We would

ideally appreciate one of the following:

Bushnell Trophy Cam

Bushnell Nature View Cam

Lynx RANGER 5MP Trail Camera

Tasco Trail Cam No-Glow

What's been happening at the HESC?

Wild Dogs

There has always been a very successful wild dog breeding programme at the Hoedspruit Endangered Species

Centre (HESC). However, about five years ago, the alpha male of the pack was given a vasectomy (a minor

operation that prevented him from fathering any pups, but left the testosterone in his system to enable him to

keep his position in the pack).

Even though there were no more wild dog pups born, the pack was still used for educational purposes and to

highlight the plight of wild dogs to visitors – many of whom had never seen a wild dog before.

The decision was recently made to bring new blood lines into our packs. Four of our males (offspring from the

http://blog.hesc.co.za/2013/09/de-horned-rhinos-brought-to-the-hesc-for-rehabilitation/
http://blog.hesc.co.za/2013/10/an-update-on-the-poached-rhinos/
http://hesc.co.za/hesc_adoptions/adoptions_.php


Alpha pair) were darted inside their feeding enclosure.

Read more

Rabies Campaign

In honour of World Rabies day on the 28th September, the team at the Hoedspruit Endangered Species Centre

joined the Mpumalanga Veterinary Services for a very successful 7-day campaign in the Bushbuckridge

community to vaccinate dogs and educate dog owners.

Read more

Ostr iches on Arr ival

In an effort to enhance our daily visitors’ experience we’ve added a new fixture, an ostrich enclosure. This is

situated close to the entrance and the building that houses the curio shop and deli. As the weather remains

really dry, we have temporarily moved our feathered friends to an enclosure with more grass. They will return to

their new home as soon as we have had the first summer falls. They will then be joined by two of our donkeys,

which are used to graze our enclosures as part of the bush clearing team.

Packets of "boskos" (pellets) are sold at R10 should visitors want to feed the ostriches.

http://blog.hesc.co.za/2013/06/wild-dogs-at-hesc/
http://blog.hesc.co.za/2013/10/world-rabies-day-feedback-from-veterinarian-nina-kisch/


The Student Programme

 The Student Programme continues to be as popular as ever, and every month we welcome a new intake of

intrepid adventurers and conservationists. 

Read more about what they get up to over this incredible three week programme. 

We will be running a special one week student programme during the month of December in order to give

participants the chance to experience this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity without missing out on quality family

time over the Festive Season. 

The abridged programme will be packed with activities and new adventures, and participants will learn more

about the work of the anti-poaching unit, get the opportunity to feed many of the different animals species

housed at the Centre, participate in bush clearing, as well as cleaning and maintening the animals’ enclosures

and stables.

Scheduled dates are listed below:

3 - 9 /12/13

10-16/12/13

17-23/12/13

We will also be extending this abridged programme in April 2014 on the following dates:

1-7 April 2014

8-14 April 2014

15-21 April 2014

Contact us to find out more about costs, the itinerary and inclusions.

http://blog.hesc.co.za/category/student-programme/
mailto:students@cheetahcentre.co.za


Vulture Restaurant

Just as reminder that our Vulture Restaurant remains closed until the first summer rains. Past experience has

proven that the risk of an anthrax outbreak is greatly reduced (if not eliminated entirely) once we’ve had our

first good spring rain. Even though there have been no cases of anthrax reported in the Kruger National Park

area this year, every year we decide to err on the side of caution for safety’s sake.

General  News

A touching update on Douwl ina the Rhino

On 13 May 2007, Lente Roode got a phone call she will never forget. A tiny baby rhino had been found in the

Sabi Sand region, and was in a desperate need of help. 

Read more about this touching story, and the very happy surprise that Lente Roode got when recently visiting the

fully-grown rhino cow.

http://blog.hesc.co.za/2013/10/douwlina-success-story-of-a-rehabilitated-rhino-calf/


 

Bush Clear ing

Bush clearing is a very important aspect of veld management on a reserve. It prevents bush encroachment of

over-abundant plant species in a specific area.

At the centre we have numerous bush camps that need to be cleared before we can burn. The burning process

stimulates the growth of the new vegetation, required before we move new animal species into the camps.

Read more about how we involved the local community in this very intensive activity.

Mandela Day

On Mandela Day, Camp Jabulani and HESC joined forces and took 18 children (age 7/8 years) and two teachers

from Paulos Ngobeni Primary School for a 67 minutes (times 10) educational and fun experience.

Read more about what we got up to.

Internship – Izaak Malepe

Intern, Izaak Malepe, shares with us news of what he has been up to.

Read more

http://blog.hesc.co.za/2013/10/getting-the-community-involved-in-bush-clearing/
http://campjabulani.co.za/
http://www.hesc.co.za/
http://www.hesc.co.za/STUDENTS/community_work.html
http://hesc.co.za/Newsletters/October%202013/:%20http://blog.hesc.co.za/2013/07/hesc-gives-back-67-minutes-of-educational-fun/
http://blog.hesc.co.za/2013/10/feedback-from-isaak-malepe-intern-at-the-hesc/


A new member of the HESC fami ly

A very warm welcome to Janri Olivier!

http://blog.hesc.co.za/2013/08/janri-olivier/

