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Teaching kids about conservation
Desiré Wright

HOEDSPRUIT – If a child 
does not know what a cheetah 
looks like, how can he be 
expected to protect it? This goes 
for any species, and Hoedspruit 
Endangered Species Centre 
(HESC), with the help of the 

US Friends of HESC and GNH 
Transport, is actively working 
to create a passion amongst 
youngsters for the protection of 
our natural heritage.
  On Monday, March 5, a group 
of 39 very well behaved children 
from Paulos Ngobeni Primary 
School visited HESC to receive 

LEPHALALE – On February 
10, Fred Berrangé from the 
Leopard Conservation Project 
(LCP) was called out to remove 
a ‘leopard’ that was trapped 
in the grounds of the Medupi 
power station in Lephalale. 
  When LCP arrived at the 
power station, the leopard that 
had to be rescued turned out 
to be a serval. The serval had 
been hand reared and found its 
way into the power station after 

LCP’s first rescue in 2012
being released by the owners 
into the wild. 
  After being stoned and harassed 
by the workers, the animal was 
removed and brought back to 
the Hoedspruit Endangered 
Species Centre (HESC) where 
she has been accepted into the 
HESC family and will now live 
out the rest of her life. Thank 
you to HESC and LCP for 
working together to save this 
magnificent animal!

a special donation from Jimmy 
and Heather Giannoccaro. With 
the help of their daughter, who is 
a teacher at Hurleyvale Primary 
School in Johannesburg, the 
Giannoccaros collected 2560 
children’s story and educational 
books for the kids of Paulos 
Ngobeni. All the story books 
were donated by Hurleyvale 
children who brought in 
boxes and boxes of books 
they no longer used at home. 
They were all very excited 
at the opportunity to help the 
kids at Paulos Ngobeni! The 
staff at HESC had the job of 
cataloguing the books, but now 
they are ready for use.
  The children showed their 
appreciation for this generous 
donation with a variety of 
prose recitals and dance 
performances, concerning 
topics relevant to the Centre 
as well as other conservation 
topics, each touching and 
memorable in its own way.
  Heidi and Allen Roberts from 
the US Friends of HESC, a 
major sponsor of the Centre 
without whose help it would 
have had to close long ago, also 

shared in the day’s activities. 
The conservation of South 
Africa’s unique wildlife lies 
very close to the couple’s hearts 
and they too saw the value in 
educating our youth to carry the 
torch of conservation further.
  Last year, four matric learners 
from Acornhoek participated 
in activities at HESC for two 
weeks, with the objective 
that one deserving individual 
would be chosen for a year 
long scholarship at HESC, 
sponsored by the US Friends 
of HESC. Simon Mnisi stood 
out right from the start and was 
chosen for this opportunity.
  ‘Simon is always very 
enthusiastic and he has been a 
great help at the Centre. When 
we can’t get to everything, 
he often fills the gap and 
so the work gets completed 
successfully’ says Simon’s 
mentor and curator of HESC, 
Christo Schreiber.
  Once Simon has completed 
his scholarship later this year, 
he will be employed at HESC 
and study part time through 
the Field Guides Association of 
Southern Africa (FGASA).

 

 
 
 

 




