
Return  to  webs i te

hesc .co.za

WINTER 2013

There’s always plenty going on at HESC, and in the winter edition of the Cheetah Chat we bring you news,

introductions and updates galore – including new staff; the chance to watch cheetahs on the run; meet our

cheetahs; updates from animals released into the wild; surprise new arrivals; the opportunity to stay within the

centre in our eco-friendly accommodation; news from our students; community upliftment programmes and

more; as well as details of our week-long December Holiday programmes.

So without further ado, read on. Keep warm in what remains of our winter months, and to those abroad – enjoy

the rest of your summer!

Yours in conservation 

From all of us at HESC

New Staff

We are pleased to introduce our new staff members – Henk, Tokkie, Auvre, Danie, Helaine and veterinarian, Dr

Nina Kisch.

Click on the pictures below to read more about each individual staff member:

http://www.hesc.co.za/press_room-newsletters.html
http://www.hesc.co.za/
http://twitter.com/Cheetah_Centre
http://blog.hesc.co.za/
http://www.facebook.com/HoedspruitCheetahCentre
http://blog.hesc.co.za/2013/07/henk-labuschagne/
http://blog.hesc.co.za/2013/06/johann-tokkie-enslin/
http://hesc.co.za/Newsletters/July_2013/%C2%A5http://blog.hesc.co.za/2013/05/auvre-yaldwyn/


Running Of The Cheetah

Since the cheetah is the fastest land animal, it is quite something to witness this lithe animal in action. And now

you can – at HESC!

We exercise our cheetahs with what is known as a lure machine, and now visitors to the centre can watch the

cheetahs run at 8am each morning. Cost for attending a cheetah run is R140 per person until 31 December 2013,

and bookings are essential. Click here to watch the video on YouTube.

Meet Our Cheetahs

If you want to meet our cheetahs, we feature each of these unique animals in a blog post every month. Click

here to read about your favourite!

http://blog.hesc.co.za/2013/07/henk-labuschagne/
http://blog.hesc.co.za/2013/06/johann-tokkie-enslin/
http://hesc.co.za/Newsletters/July_2013/%C2%A5http://blog.hesc.co.za/2013/05/auvre-yaldwyn/
http://hesc.co.za/Newsletters/July_2013/%C2%A5http://blog.hesc.co.za/2013/05/danie-fourie/
http://blog.hesc.co.za/2013/04/helaine-du-plooy/
http://blog.hesc.co.za/2013/03/our-new-vet-dr-nina-kisch/
http://blog.hesc.co.za/2013/04/cheetah-runs-at-the-hesc-now-open-to-the-public/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y9crB90fZao
http://blog.hesc.co.za/category/the-cheetahs/
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New Cheetah Cubs at HESC

We had a welcome surprise at HESC a couple of months ago. Our very own escape artist, Duma, had been

making some nocturnal home calls to Lana, which resulted in the very unexpected appearance of three adorable

cubs! Click here to read more. 

Lana's new cubs.

Other Newcomers

Kuile was found by a farmer in Lydenburg, cold and covered in mud. The farmer gave the kitten to a couple that

absolutely love and adore cats, and they promptly took the little creature to the vet, and nursed him to recovery.

Knowing that he is not a domestic animal, they made the painful decision not to keep him, and brought him to

HESC. Click here to read more.

http://blog.hesc.co.za/2013/05/nocturnal-visits-with-an-unexpected-outcome/
http://blog.hesc.co.za/2013/04/meet-kuile-the-serval-kitten/


Kuile

Releases & Release Updates

Some of our most rewarding achievements are when we are able to release animals back into the wild after their

recovery and rehabilitation. Two such success stories are the recent release of Eddie, the caracal, and a genet.

http://blog.hesc.co.za/2013/05/caracal-finds-freedom/%20http://blog.hesc.co.za/2013/05/caracal-finds-freedom/
http://blog.hesc.co.za/2013/06/genet-release/


Eddie, the caracal Genet

And it thrills us no end when – after an animal has been released – we have feedback of how well they have

adjusted to their new lives in their natural environment. We bring you feedback from two successful releases

that took place at Blue Canyon Reserve and Camp Jabulani on Kapama.

Release at Blue Canyon

 

Khula’s Cottage

For those of you not yet in the know, Khula’s Cottage was unveiled a few months ago. This eco-friendly, self-

catering cottage is situated in a truly unique and extraordinary location within the perimeter of the HESC, and is

perfect for guests who have an interest in wildlife conservation.

Rates:

R2,400 per unit per night, based on 4 people sharing.

R 380 per additional adult per night (maximum of 6 adults & 2 children U/12 sharing)

R180 per additional child U/12 per night (maximum 6 adults & 2 children U/12 sharing)

R450 per person per game drive (includes a sundowner beverage)

R1,400 per person per elephant back safari

A tour through the Centre is included in the rate for accommodation.

Game drives on the Kapama Game Reserve are available on request, and include a beverage in a scenic

location at sunset.

Regret no pets allowed. 

For STO rates, please send an email to enquiries@cheetahcentre.co.za

http://hesc.co.za/Newsletters/July_2013/%C2%A5http://blog.hesc.co.za/2013/05/blue-canyon-brothers-update/
http://hesc.co.za/Newsletters/July_2013/%C2%A5https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=555388421180557&set=a.164491463603590.50658.129226903796713&type=1&theater
http://blog.hesc.co.za/2013/01/hesc-launches-khula%E2%80%99s-cottage/


Khula's Cottage

 

Students

As always, our Student Programmes are ever popular, and our students – who hail from all around the world -

keep us updated with their adventures on our blog. Click here to read more. 

Paulos Ngobeni Pr imary School

As one of our community upliftment projects, we are actively involved in hosting Skype Educational session

between our local school, Paulos Ngobeni Primary, and Gray’s Creek Elementary School in in North Carolina, USA

at the Lente Roode Education Centre at HESC. The lessons between the two schools have included Water Week

initiatives, as well as sharing information about animals native to the respective countries. Click here to read our

various blogs on their Skype lessons.

Apart from Skype learning, the learners from Paulos Ngobeni Primary School also take time out to indulge their

creative side. Read more about their Art Classes.

http://www.hesc.co.za/STUDENTS/HESC_students.html
http://blog.hesc.co.za/category/student-programme/
http://blog.hesc.co.za/category/community-involvement/
http://blog.hesc.co.za/2013/05/arts-crafts-buckets-of-fun/


Art Classes

Community Involvement

We are very proud of Simon Mnisi – who assists the animal curators at the Centre, and whose studies have been

sponsored by Mr and Mrs Roberts, founder members of the US Friends of HESC. Simon is currently studying for

his Field Guiding Level one qualification through FGASA, and continues to go from strength to strength. Click

here to read more.

After Simon Mnisi’s success story, Mr & Mrs Roberts wanted to help more young people from underprivileged

communities. Meet our two new internship candidates, Ms Lousi Monareng and Mr Isaak Malepe. 

Ms Lousi Monareng (Internship candidate), Mrs Lente Roode (Founder member of HESC), 

Mrs Heidi Roberts (US Friends of HESC), Mr Allen Roberts (US Friends of HESC), 

Pastor Andrews Madonsela and Mr Isaak Malepe (Internship candidate)

Staff  Upl i f tment: The Hlokomela HIV Prevent ion & Care Project Vis i ts HESC

The Hlokomela HIV Prevention and Care Project, founded in 2005 by the International Organization for Migration

(IOM) and the Partnership on HIV and Mobility in Southern Africa (PHAMSA), visited the Hoedspruit

Endangered Species Centre (HESC) for the first time in May last year. Their aim is to increase HIV awareness,

providing knowledge and support, facilitating access to HIV and AIDS prevention, care and understanding of HIV

amongst permanent and seasonal farm workers in the Hoedspruit area of Limpopo province. They visited HESC

again recently. Click here to read more…

http://blog.hesc.co.za/2013/03/simon-mnisi-soldiering-on/
http://blog.hesc.co.za/2013/03/hesc-offers-an-internship-opportunity-to-two-candidates/
http://htt.org.za/
http://www.iom.int/cms/en/sites/iom/home.html
http://blog.hesc.co.za/2013/04/hlokomela-hiv-prevention-and-care-project/


December Hol iday Programmes

We will be running week-long holiday programmes over the December holiday period for anyone who is

interested*, as follows:

Arrive 1 December, depart 7 December  

Arrive 8 December, depart 14 December   

Arrive 15 December, depart 22 December  

Please contact the coordinators for more information. 

*Scholars are welcome, however we recommend no younger than High School age.

mailto:students@cheetahcentre.co.za

