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The Western black rhino was declared extinct by the IUCN (International Union for Conservation of 
Nature) in 2011, with the primary cause identified as poaching.  
 
All five remaining rhinos species are listed on the IUCN Redlist of threatened species, with three out of 
five species classified as critically endangered. 
 
This barbaric and illegal practise has sky rocketed since 2008, increasing from an average of ten to 
twenty rhinos poached a year to a devastating 668 in 2012, 1004 in 2013, 1215 in 2014 and over 200 
so far in 2015 (WESSA’s Rhino Poaching Statistics).  The dramatic increase in poaching incidents is 
directly related to the incredibly high black market value for the horn, which is used for various 
medicinal and ornamental purposes in Asia. 
 
Rhino poaching has reached a crisis point, and if the killing continues at this rate, we could see rhino 
deaths overtaking births in 2016-2018.  
 
Rhinos could become extinct in the very near future.  
 
South Africa is home to 83% of Africa’s rhinos and 73% of all wild rhinos worldwide, and is an incredibly 
important country for rhino conservation. 
http://www.savetherhino.org/ 

It’s easy to become overwhelmed by the statistics. Rhino poaching is something that none of us can 
afford to ignore - as conservationists and as custodians of our planet’s animal species.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The plight of the rhino is something that has been close to our hearts for over two decades now, 
beginning with a young rhino called Ronnie who arrived at The HESC in 1991. He came from a safari 
park in Longleat, Wales, and was transported to Africa when the owner of the park, Roger Cawley, 
realized the dream he had had since Ronnie’s birth. Africa was his birth right, and to Africa he must 
return.  

Ronnie landed in Johannesburg on his first birthday, and was personally welcomed by Lente and Johan 
Roode. He adapted to his new life at The HESC well, and it was not long before he was accustomed to 
his new family and the African sunshine. The skin condition he had arrived with soon healed, and 
Ronnie grew to become a strapping and healthy young rhino.   

The team at The HESC knew that Ronnie needed a mate, as this would increase his chance of survival 
when released onto the Kapama Nature Reserve where 6 wild rhinos roamed free. 

In October 1992, Lahliwe, a young rhino from the KZN Umfolozi Reserve who had been rejected by her 
mother, joined Ronnie. She was donated to The HESC by the Natal Parksboard. It did not take long for 
the pair to become inseparable, and it was with much jubilation that the two rhinos were eventually 
released onto the reserve.  

The jubilation was shortlived.  
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After years of physical, emotional and financial investment, both Ronnie and Lahliwe were brutally shot 
with an AK47 rifle – Lahliwe 9 times, and Ronnie 3. Lahliwe’s small horn, hardly visible, was sawed off. 
She died instantly. Ronnie managed to walk back to The HESC, and died days later in the small hut he 
had been nurtured in as a baby.  

The senseless killing of these two animals hit Lente and her team hard. What could possibly justify the 
massacre of such innocent victims, both of which had a long natural life stretching ahead of them? 

Fast forward to 2007, when on 13 May when Lente got a phone call about a tiny baby rhino which had 
been found in the Sabi Sand region, and was in a desperate need of help. 

The calf was 12 hours old and weighed 45 kg when she arrived at The Centre. She was later named 
Douwlina, after the man who had found her. Douwlina thrived, and was soon fit and healthy. Due to 
financial restrictions, she was transported to a neighbouring farm where she could be suitably cared for, 
and was de-horned to protect her from poachers. This is a story with a happy ending, as Douwlina has 
subsequently had a calf of her own. Both animals are safe and well today.  
 
Six years later, and the hand of fate once again saw us in the frontline of rhino rehabilitation.  
 
On Friday the 30th of August 2013, the anti-poaching unit on an un-named reserve found that 3 rhinos 
had been darted by poachers and de-horned. Miraculously, although the bull was killed, the remaining 2 
cows survived. Their horns had been neatly cut of with a chain-saw, but this left the animals’ sinus 
canals open and exposed, posing a massive threat to their wellbeing. 
 
On Tuesday the 4th September, the 2 rhinos were moved to HESC for the long and painful road that lay 
ahead of them. 
 
With the collaboration of Dr. Peter Rogers, Dr. Gerhard Steenkamp (well-known veterinarian dentist 
and senior lecturer at the University of Pretoria), Dr. Johan Marais (equine and wildlife surgeon and 
lecturer at the University of Pretoria), and the team from ‘Saving the Survivors’, the long path to the 
animals’ rehabilitation began, and almost a year later the prognosis is good. These two survivors will in 
all likelihood make it. And in the process, the groundbreaking research and practice accumulated could 
pave the way for the rehabilitation of others that are lucky enough to survive such an ordeal.  
 
 
The story does not end here. On 6 May 2014, a 3 month old baby rhino, anticipated to have been born 
around the 19th February, was transported by Dr. Rogers to the HESC after being found next to his 
dead mother who had been tragically and brutally poached for her horn on a private farm in the near 
vicinity. 
 
It was a devastating sight, as the tiny animal would not leave her side, and was crying inconsolably for 
her. 
 
Despite initially being extremely traumatised, the tiny rhino is on the mend. He has thrived under the 
continuous care of his human custodians, and has become somewhat of an internet sensation in the 
process. Young Gertjie has opened the floodgates of love and genuine concern from people all over the 
world, and has raised awareness to the travesty of the practice of poaching.  
 



 
 
 
 
 
Despite the challenge of rehabilitating the rhino (we know very little about optimal treatment in rhino, 
and the sheer size and complexity of their physiology and how they respond to drugs have been a 
barrier to success for many similar institutions), we have enough experience under our belts to continue 
with other similar cases. We have also learned that regardless of how hopeless a particular surviving 
rhino may seem, there is always the chance of survival. But the treatment of such rhinos is a long-term 
one, and comes at a massive cost.  
 
Due to the severity of the poaching situation, and the need for a permanent rehabilitation facility, it has 
become essential for us to expand our current facilities. In so doing, we will provide land, facilities as 
well as support in the rescue, relocation and care of orphaned, traumatised and injured rhinos.  
 
At such a critical time, each and every individual rhino becomes important to ensure that sufficient 
animals are protected to conserve the genetic viability of the species. It is therefore essential that 
wounded and orphaned rhinos are given a second chance, whatever the cost.  
 
Our expertise lies in our team of dedicated curators, veterinarians and specialists from Onderstepoort 
(University of Pretoria), earned on the back of years of actual practice in the field.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
� The treatment and care of rhinos in need, which are brought to the Rescued Rhinos @ HESC facility, 
and in-so-doing to directly contribute to the survival success rate of poached rhinos. 
� Whenever possible, the release and establishment of rehabilitated rhinos to the wild (prospective 
release sites/ destinations must exhibit sound environmental and conservation management policies).  
� The promotion of scientific research and development relating to rhino conservation.  
� The establishment of a sustainable breeding program to ensure the genetic biodiversity of the white 
rhino species. 
� The education of learners, students and the general public in respect of the many fallacies that 
surround the medicinal value of rhino horn, and the far-reaching effects of the atrocity of rhino 
poaching.  
� The generation of funds to assist in the operational costs of Rescued Rhinos @ HESC. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Wildlife Conservation Trust was established to fund and manage 
HESC’s conservation and community projects, as these efforts 
cannot be funded by commercial operations.  
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Wildlife Conservation Trust is a South African registered trust, with the following activities: 
 

• The conservation, rehabilitation and/ or protection of wildlife 
• The prevention of ill-treatment of wildlife 
• The promotion of education and training programs relating to environmental awareness 
• Educational enrichment, academic support, supplementary tuition and outreach programs for the 

poor and needy 
• Training and skills development for the unemployed 
• The provision of school buildings and/ or equipment for public schools and educational institutions 

engaged in public benefit activities. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are in dire need of an upgraded security system to prevent poachers from accessing the rhinos in 
our custody. This includes fencing, communication systems, personnel and cameras. The cost of the 
system is immense and we are simply not able to shoulder it on our own.  
 
We have therefore launched the ‘Eyes on Rhinos’ campaign in an effort to raise funds to acquire, install 
and manage the security system.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Phase 1 – ESTABLISHING A SYSTEM OF SUPPORT 
 
We have partnered with Africam, a long-term supporter of HESC, as the first step in an effort to reach 
out to the online world to keep a watchful eye on our orphans. A webcam has been installed in the 
animals’ sleeping enclosures. Movements outside of this enclosure will not be recorded or broadcast for 
the rhinos’ safety.  
 
Phase 2 – FUNDRAISING 
 
The total cost of the security system is ZAR 5,000,000.00 (US$ 400,000.00). Our aim is to reach the 
first target of ZAR 400,000.00 by 31 May 2015.  
 
Although this is an immense sum, we are of the view that many hands make light work. Were all of the 
thousands of fans of these young orphans to donate just ZAR 100.00 (less than US$ 10.00/ Euro 10.00 
and GBP 6.00), the combined total could well see us near our target. This is pure evidence of our belief 
that “The Power of One is Boundless.” 
 
Phase 3 – CONTINUE WITH OUR COMMUNITY OUTREACH PROGRAMME 
 
We have established ‘The Noah’s Art Programme’ in an effort to educate youngsters within surrounding 
communities and further afield about the atrocity of rhino poaching. The youth of today are the hope for 
tomorrow.  
 

”EYES	  ON	  RHINOS”	  CAMPAIGN	  

THE	  PLAN	  



Phase 4 – INSTALLING OF THE FIRST PHASE of Eyes on Rhinos 
 
The plan for the security system was developed with experts in the fields of technology and security.  
 
In the first phase, we are planning to implement an optical fibre cable solution system running with 
back up batteries and solar power.  
Further details are available on request for interested parties.  
 
Phase 5 – INSTALLATION OF THE SECOND PHASE  
 
The second phase will involve the acquisition, installation and management of a Mobotix smart IP 
system running with weatherproof network camera lens, thermal sensor modules and network camera 
lens. 
Further details are available on request for interested parties.  
 
Phase 6 – ENSURING THE SAFE KEEPING OF THE RESCUED RHINOS @ HESC 
 
An ongoing project involving both people and technology.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Hundred Challenge 
 
Many people have the desire to help, but will ask the question “What can I do? What difference can I 
make?”  
 
Just ZAR100 will make a difference. Just ZAR100 could save a life. We are challenging all of our friends 
around the world to donate just ZAR100 via our online donation platform 
(https://help.hesc.co.za/rhino-sanctuary.php).  
 
For our international supporters, ZAR100 is less than US$10.00, Euro10.00 and GBP6.00.   
 
 
Rhino Fostering 
 
It costs billions to establish and rebuild animal populations once they are near extinction. South Africa 
has been one of the biggest contributors to rhino conservation over the last few decades.  
 
Why not foster a rhino, and become a direct contributor? We have a number of options available to suit 
all budgets, which will enable our very active community to forge a bond with these endearing animals 
in our care.  
 
At this point in time, until our target is reached, all donations through our help.hesc.co.za platform will 
be earmarked for ‘The Eyes on Rhinos’ campaign. See below for further information. 
 
Although a lot of foundations keep a 15-40% commission for administration costs, HESC and the 
Wildlife Conservation Trust have absorbed all marketing and advertising costs, and the only fee that 
needs to be reserved is that of the bank’s credit card commission.  
 

SUPPORT	  OPTIONS	  



CORPORATE Contributions 
 
We are always amazed and very proud at the number of businesses in South Africa who have made 
‘doing good’ a part of their corporate philosophy. Over the years we have enjoyed the development of 
many valuable partnerships with companies who have taken a direct interest in the work that we do, 
and the difference that they can make.  
 
We have put together a number of Corporate Packages, summarised below.  
   
Platinum Membership: Annual contribution of R 25 000 
Gold Membership: Annual fee of ZAR 1500 and monthly ZAR 500, or monthly ZAR 625 
Silver Membership: Annual fee of ZAR 1200 
 
 
The benefits of Corporate Membership: 
 

1. Donations and contributions to the Wildlife Conservation Trust are tax deductible.  
2. Support of wildlife conservation initiatives has a positive spinoff for a brand in respect of how they 

are perceived in the market place. 
3. Branding opportunities at HESC (on site, on electronic communications, website and social media 

platforms) promotes brand awareness beyond a company’s direct marketing initiatives.  
 
Each membership will be supported by;  
 

1. A certificate acknowledging sponsorship (good for internal and external marketing) 
2. A replica of an exclusive limited edition artist’s sketch of a rhino (good for internal and external 

marketing) 
3. Quarterly updates with news and images 

 
 
For our American Friends 
 
U.S. Friends of Hoedspruit Endangered Species Centre is a registered 501(c)3 non-profit charitable 
organisation in the USA dedicated to the conservation of wildlife. 
 
 Any charitable donations and contributions to U.S. Friends of Hoedspruit Endangered Species Centre, 
Inc are deductible for U.S. Income Tax purposes, to the extent allowed by the law.  
 
EIN 13-4347275 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Website: 
www.hesc.co.za 
 
Fundraising:  
Ricki Kirschner, fundraising@cheetahcentre.co.za, 078 624 3455   
Ansie Coetser, funding@cheetahcentre.co.za, 079 527 4423      
Or sponsor online at help.hesc.co.za - Eyes on Rhinos 
 

CONTACT	  


