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It’s hard to believe that we are already into the second month of 2013 after 2012 sped past faster than a

cheetah! We wish you every success in the year ahead.

Did you know that in the 1900's there were an estimated 100,000 cheetahs across their historic range

throughout Africa? Today, an estimated 9,000 to 12,000 cheetahs remain in the wild. These facts spur us on to

continue our conservation and rehabilitation efforts, to insure a natural heritage for our children.

To this end, HESC’s Marketing Manager, Adine Roode, and a group of supporters of HESC will climb Mount

Kilimanjaro later this month in order to raise much-needed funds for the Centre. Your support would be greatly

appreciated!

We are also really excited to announce that we have completed the construction of Khula’s Cottage. Spending

quality time with family or friends in such close proximity to these enchanting cats is a ‘must-do’. Read on for

further information.

Looking back over 2012, we would have to define our highlight of the year as the baby boom mid-year, with a

number of gorgeous and healthy cubs arriving over a short time. We would also have to say that the number of

cheetah releases we achieved, and subsequent tracking of the cats, featured highly on our favourite list.

Here is a brief update of other recent happenings at HESC.

HESC’S CLIMB FOR A CAUSE

In an effort to raise funds towards the Hoedspruit Endangered Species Centre, HESC’s Marketing Manager, Adine

Roode, and a team of ardent supporters of HESC, will climb Mount Kilimanjaro towards the end of February 2013.

http://www.hesc.co.za/press_room-newsletters.html
http://www.hesc.co.za/
http://twitter.com/Cheetah_Centre
http://blog.hesc.co.za/
http://www.facebook.com/HoedspruitCheetahCentre
http://www.hesc.co.za/
http://blog.hesc.co.za/2013/01/hesc%E2%80%99s-climb-for-a-cause/


The group departs from Johannesburg, on route to Nairobi, Kenya, on 20 February, after which they head to

Kilimanjaro Airport. Guided by experienced climber Lance de Willers, of Tribe Safari Adventure Travel, the

hikers will undertake the trek to the summit via the Umbwe route. Read more about the route here: Umbwe

Route Overview 7 days 

Please support this worthy cause. All donations will benefit the animals at HESC. Click here to make a

donation, and scroll to the bottom of the page to find the Climb for a Cause donation tab.

Mt. Kil imanjaro

FUNDRAISING 2012/ 2013

US FRIENDS OF THE HESC

US Friends of the HESC will be hosting this year's dinner functions to raise funds towards the HESC between 14

and 24 September 2013. Click here should you wish to get involved.

AN OVERVIEW OF 2012, AND WHAT WE NEED TO RAISE IN 2013

Proceeds from the curio shop go a long way towards the general income of the HESC. Those who are not able to

visit us in person will be able to avail themselves of the online shopping opportunities via the HESC website.

Sales from the curio shop for the new financial year have been forecast at R1,8 million.

We have quite a challenge ahead with our cheetah, wilddog and general species adoptions. We need to increase

from our current R 200 000 raised to R 500 000 in 2013. Click here should you wish to get involved by adopting

your own animal.

As we have elected not to increase our rates for day visitors through the centre, we will need 5000 more pairs of

feet through our gates if we hope to come close to our desired income. We urge our friends in the tourism

industry to let us know if we can assist them in increasing our numbers.

http://blog.hesc.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/Umbwe-Route-Overview-7-days.pdf
http://hesc.co.za/hesc_adoptions/adoptions_.php
http://www.hesc.co.za/FUNDING/contact_US-Friends.html
http://www.hesc.co.za/hesc_adoptions/adoptions_.php


Adopt a wild dog at the HESC

UPDATE ON MARYJANE

Followers of our blog will recall how MaryJane – one of our young cheetah cubs born last year – seriously injured

her leg when she lost her footing while climbing a tree, and was trapped between a couple of branches as she

fell. Her road to rehabilitation and recovery has been a long one, but she is healing nicely. Read about her latest

check-up and surgery, when the veterinary surgeon at Onderstepoort Veterinary Academic Hospital removed the

pin that was inserted some months ago to support the bone while it healed. 

http://blog.hesc.co.za/2013/01/mary-jane-undergoes-further-surgery/


Dr. Bruce Nevil le operates on MaryJane at Onderstepoort 

KHULA’S COTTAGE – HESC’S NEW ACCOMMODATION

Perfect for guests with an interest in animal rehabilitation and conservation, Khula's cottage is an eco-friendly

self-catering cottage situated within a five-hectare camp, which is surrounded by ‘teenage’ cheetahs that are

free to roam around. The deck of the cottage provides a bird's eye view of the surrounding camps, the beautiful

African bushveld, and a dam nearby, and its vantage point provides excellent bird-watching opportunities.

The cottage not only offers an exclusive and private setting to observe the life of HESC’s cheetahs, but is also

the perfect base from which to explore the scenic wonders of the lowveld, including (but not limited to) God’s

Window, Bourke’s Luck Potholes, and Pilgrim’s Rest.

The cottage offers three en-suite bedrooms, and is perfect for larger families, or for friends travelling together.

It comprises of two twin rooms (each with an additional day bed), and one double room. An expansive wooden

deck boasts spectacular views of the surrounding bushveld. Amenities include towels, linen, cutlery and tea and

coffee making facilities. The cottage can accommodate six adults and four children with ease.

Read more....

Contact us for further information, or to book your space.

http://blog.hesc.co.za/2013/01/hesc-launches-khula%E2%80%99s-cottage/
mailto:management@cheetahcentre.co.za


The panoramic view from the wooden deck of Khula's Cabin

STUDENT’S PROGRAMME 

SIMON MNISI'S STORY OF HOPE

As Simon Mnisi was about to give up his lifelong dream of becoming a conservationist, the U.S. Friends of

H.E.S.C approached Simon’s school, Siboyane High, and four learners who wanted to study conservation were

given the opportunity to have a two-week internship at the Centre. Out of the four, Simon stood out thanks to

his dedication and hard work. Read his story here.

STUDENTS' ACCOMMODATION

http://www.hesc.co.za/FUNDING/about_US-Friends.html
http://blog.hesc.co.za/2013/01/simon-mnisi-outstanding-achiever/


STUDENTS' ACCOMMODATION

After drawing on feedback in respect of what would make students more comfortable during their time with us,

we are pleased to confirm that we are currently undertaking a soft refurbishment. This includes new curtains,

mattresses, rugs, and and upgrade of the general interiors. The soft refurbishment will be completed by the end

of February.

STUDENTS' PROGRAMME, 2014

Dates and costs for The Student Programme in 2014 have been released. Click here to view. 

http://www.hesc.co.za/STUDENTS/Student_dates&costs.html


Simon Mnisi

OUR COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

Thanks to the Education Centre at HESC, Paulos Ngobeni Primary School recently had an educational exchange

via SKYPE with Gray’s Creek Elementary School in the United States. The skype session was held to educate

Gray’s Creek Elementary students about the Caracal, and they in turn taught the learners of Paulos Ngobeni

about the Coyote. The learners who participated had a lot of fun during the session, and also learned a great

deal from each other about the two animals.  

Click here to read more

http://blog.hesc.co.za/2012/12/educational-exchange-via-skype/


Paulos Ngobeni communicates via Skype

GENERAL NEWS

VULTURE RESTAURANT RE-OPENS

It was with much excitement that the patrons of our ‘Vulture Restaurant’ returned on 10 January 2013, after we

it was closed for the duration of winter due to the threat of anthrax. Past experience has taught us that the

threat of anthrax outbreaks seem to reduce with good summer rainfall. Although there were no signs of anthrax

in the region, we always elect to take a pro-active stance to avoid the calamity we faced in 2010.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

We have a vacancy for a Guide at the Centre.

Qualification: PDP essential, FGASA Level 1 and/or any Nature Conservation Qualification. 

Please email CV's to enquiries@cheetahcentre.co.za or management@cheetahcentre.co.za

mailto:enquiries@cheetahcentre.co.z
mailto:management@cheetahcentre.co.za

