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The past few months have been a hive of activity at HESC. In the spring edition of Cheetah Chat, we bring you

news about our growing cheetah family, with 18 cubs being born so far this year.

The beginning of 2013 will see the refurbishment of the Lente Roode Educational Centre (LREC) with state-of-

the-art technology, in an effort to assist and enhance the productivity of students who are part of our Students’

Programme. The LREC will also play host to Paulos Ngobeni Primary School, a local school involved in a cultural

exchange programme with an American counterpart. We are also thrilled to announce that, effective April 2013,

we’ll be introducing new programmes for school children. These fun and educational packages will definitely

inspire kids’ love of nature. 

On the animal front… Could our sable family be growing? Read on to find out... Rhino poaching is a subject that’s

close to our hearts, and we take pride in our continued endeavours to curb this scourge. You too could make a

difference by making a small contribution via our online donation portal. We also share with you our ‘poetry in

motion’ video - a visual delight not to be missed.

Pick ‘n Pay’s support and contribution to HESC has been outstanding, and is truly appreciated. With the damage

caused by floods earlier in the year, PPC Cement has been generous to us, and we say 'thank you' once again. 

As HESC grows from strength to strength, our staff complement is also snowballing. We introduce you to our new

team members.

Last but not least, we at HESC are in the process of building guest accommodation, right next to the cheetah's

enclosure! Watch this space for progress reports on this exciting development...

Happy reading. We wish you a wonderful season ahead, be it spring or autumn where you are in the world.

http://www.hesc.co.za/press_room-newsletters.html
http://www.hesc.co.za/
http://twitter.com/Cheetah_Centre
http://blog.hesc.co.za/
http://www.facebook.com/HoedspruitCheetahCentre
http://www.hesc.co.za/STUDENTS/HESC_students.html
http://hesc.co.za/hesc_adoptions/adoptions_.php


Happy reading. We wish you a wonderful season ahead, be it spring or autumn where you are in the world.

Yours in conservation

From all of us at HESC

LEOPARD RELEASE

On Saturday, 29 September 2012, we released the leopard that had been brought to us after being trapped by a

farmer in the Elisras area. We had been taking care of him for some months, and decided it was time to set him

free in his new home at Camp Jabulani. Click here to read all about it.

CUB NEWS

In May HESC experienced a “baby boom”, with a total of 17 cubs born to five of our cheetah females. The

adorable cubs were born on the 1st, 2nd, 4th, 5th and 18th of May to cheetah mothers, Thea, Salome, Meg,

Rosaline and Lana. Tilla gave birth to a single cub a few weeks ago, which we sadly lost. This Cheetah mother

had started taking her cub out of the house, and subsequently left it outside in the cold. Although we tried to

save it, the chilling cold was too much for the little one.

On the 10th of June the curators were alerted to the fact that there was a hole in the fence. Thea’s cubs were

seen crawling through it to go and play with their age-mates on the other side of the fence. The fence was

subsequently mended, and we are pleased that no stress was caused to either the cubs nor their mothers during

this time. 

Rosalina’s cub, MaryJane, had a stroke of bad luck when she injured herself while playing with her two siblings.

She fell out of a tree, breaking her hind leg and tearing muscles and ligaments. Read about her unfortunate

http://blog.hesc.co.za/2012/10/leopard-release/
http://blog.hesc.co.za/2012/09/cheetah-cub-undergoes-surgery


She fell out of a tree, breaking her hind leg and tearing muscles and ligaments. Read about her unfortunate

accident and journey to recovery.

Overall the cubs are healthy, and have been growing stronger with each passing day, with some of them having

been recently moved to the teenage enclosure.

For a glimpse into the cheetah cubs’ escapades, log in to www.africam.com. The daily highlights are showcased

at 14h00 daily.

STUDENT PROGRAMME

There have been some changes to the HESC student programme. The programme has been updated to include

more veterinarian work. The scenic route via God’s Window, Blyde River Canyon and Pilgrim’s Route is no longer

http://blog.hesc.co.za/2012/09/cheetah-cub-undergoes-surgery
http://www.africam.com/


more veterinarian work. The scenic route via God’s Window, Blyde River Canyon and Pilgrim’s Route is no longer

included in the programme. Instead it has been replaced with a trip to the rural area, which involves treating

dogs and cattle for rabies, ticks and other illnesses. This is a partnership which HESC and the University of

Pretoria have launched. The new research programme sees students participate in the collection of data related

to the connection between rabies and dung beetles. However, students who still wish to enjoy the scenic route

can do so on their off days, and by special arrangement.

As part of the programme new lectures have been added, and these will be hosted in the Lente Roode

Educational Centre. As of 2013, the Lente Roode Educational Centre will be equipped with the latest technology,

allowing virtual interaction between the students and the lecturers at the University of Pretoria.

Although a huge expenditure for the Centre, the upgrading of the Centre will in the long term save the cost of

physically bringing lecturers to HESC. This is also a great step in our endeavour to be more eco-friendly, as

lecturers will not have to be flown or driven in.

 

PROGRAMMES FOR SCHOOL CHILDREN

Starting in April 2013, we are planning three seven-day programmes for children aged 10 years and up. During

the week-long programmes, the children will spend time in the bush and be taught to identify plant species, as

well as learn all about spoor tracking. The children will assist with the preparation of food for the small cat

species (African Wildcats, Black-footed cats, Civets etc.), as well as the antelopes. They will also help with the

cleaning of these animals' camps. Being in such close contact with nature and its inhabitants, children will learn

why it is important to take care of our wildlife, and why a centre like HESC is essential for the protection and

preservation of our animals.



HESC Children's Programme

POETRY IN MOTION

Until you’ve seen the fastest land mammal moving at full speed, it is difficult to visualise. Click here to watch

how graceful and co-ordinated these amazing animals are in this clip we shot at HESC.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y9crB90fZao&feature=plcp


THANK YOU PPC,  PICK 'N PAY & G&H TRANSPORT!

A heartfelt "thank you" goes out to PPC Cement who, after the floods earlier in the year ravaged our walls,

donated bags of cement towards the rebuilding of the foundation around HESC. This is an on going project. We'd

also like to express our gratitude to Heather & Jimmy Giannoccaro from G&H Transport and Repport, who

donated R30 000 in cash - for the labour and extra accessories - in order to complete the building of the wall.

We can never say “thank you” enough to Pick ‘n Pay, who have added HESC onto their Smart Shopper card, from

which we have contributions coming our way. We have also been getting much needed exposure through their

advertisements on movie screens, newspapers and television.

Thank you, thank you, thank you!



THE SABLE FAMILY

There was a concern about the condition of the sables, as their coats were becoming lighter and had patches of

hair falling out, but we soon discovered that this was related to their diet. Professor Eddie Webb explained that

the sables were consuming more pellets than grass, and recommended a diet high in grass. So greens are good!

The young calf that was born in May this year is doing really well, and could soon have a playmate. Dr Rogers,

our resident veterinarian, visited HESC a couple of weeks ago and it is suspected that the sable cow may be

pregnant again! This is clearly a happy family, and the bull is such a grand specimen! 

RHINO ANTI-POACHING

In our continued effort to counteract rhino poaching, our very own anti-poaching unit has teamed up with

“Protrack” to educate our students on the importance of protecting this endangered species. Through our

partnership with Protrack, we get to work with other institutions on anti-poaching efforts. It is imperative for us,

as HESC, to be at the forefront of educating people about the impact of rhino poaching. 

You can also do your part by purchasing an elephant dung bag. The proceeds will go towards rhino anti-

poaching.

http://blog.hesc.co.za/2011/08/sharing-is-caring-sustainable-eco-initiatives/


US FRIENDS OF HESC

HESC has grown form strength to strength over the last 23 years, thanks to the support of sponsors who are as

committed as we are to the preservation of our wildlife – most specifically our vulnerable and endangered animal

species.

The US Friends of HESC, established by New York couple Heidi and Allen Roberts, hosted the annual fundraising

events in favour of the Hoedspruit Endangered Species Centre recently. The series of fundraising dinners took

place between the 12th and 21st of September 2012.

Mrs Heidi Roberts was thrilled when the US Friends of HESC's Fundraising Dinner was declared one of the

highlights on the social calendar in the September issue of Town & Country magazine. For the last six years, Mrs

Roberts has hosted a series of 10 dinners, each of which are attended by 24 VIP guests. The four-course dinners,

with her exquisite personal touch, are legendary.

Mrs Lente Roode addressed the guests, sharing all that has been achieved at the Centre over the course of the

year, as well as informing them how their generously donated funds have been allocated.

Long lasting friendships have been formed, as many of the US Friends of HESC who’ve visited Camp Jabulani and

the Hoedspruit Endangered Species Centre, have become our friends in every sense of the word.

Heidi & Allen Roberts

http://www.hesc.co.za/FUNDING/about_US-Friends.ht


WE WELCOME OUR NEW STAFF MEMBERS

We would like to extend a warm welcome to:

Marius Zeiling – Field Guide



Enslin Scheeper – Field Guide



Amée Stern – Admin Assistant

Richard Marshall – Field Guide


