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Autumn greetings from HESC
We love the glorious golden shades of the bushwillow, silver cluster-leaf and iconic marula
trees on our property at this time of the year. Wish you could be here to enjoy them.
As the leaves fall and the days shorten, we welcome the cooler
days of autumn with our African sun still warm and soothing
and for many, more comfortable than the blazing summer sun.
The bushveld trees cast long shadows earlier in the day, but
our animals still seek shade at midday – a fact to bear in mind
when deciding what time of day to join a tour.
Due to travel restrictions and worldwide lockdowns following
the outbreak of Covid-19 last year, our visitor numbers have
dropped significantly, but caring for our animals continues
around the clock. We remain passionately devoted to our
conservation objectives, despite having had to reduce staff
and as a result even our operating hours. However, we’ll
always believe it to be both a responsibility and a privilege to
contribute to preserving our wildlife heritage and hope you’ll
join us on this journey this year. By visiting us or by opening
your hearts and making a donation, you’ll be helping us to
help those that cannot help themselves. Help us to make a
difference! Click here.
Despite financial woes, our animal programmes continue to
provide pleasure and great satisfaction. A highlight of the past
season was the birth of Sebeka’s four cheetah cubs early in
February. That three of them were rare king cheetahs of which
there are only some 30-60 remaining in the entire world, caused
great excitement. The cubs are now almost ten weeks old and
the epitome of health and high spirits! You’ll love them on social
media – track their development from little balls of fur with tightly
closed eyes to the lively creatures they are now.
Esmé, David and Mielie continue to entertain their adoring
supporters, in person when they’re seen at HESC or on
social media platforms where they are regularly featured. The
unusual but enduring friendship of these three must be seen
to be fully appreciated! Our two lions Scar and Mufasa, born at
HESC, are as regal and magnificent as ever and a close-up of
them on a tour is an experience not easily forgotten. Because
of strict nature conservation regulations prohibiting the release

of lions born in captivity, they will remain with us. Several
smaller animals have also found refuge with us this past quarter
including genets, warthogs and the latest, an African civet that
was rescued from wildlife trafficking.
Feedback on the animals returned to the wild still convince us
that we do the right thing to release them and we’re happy
when we hear that our cheetahs are hunting and thriving and
that our rhinos have adapted well in their new locations. The
poaching of Olivia in the wild three years after we had released
her saddened and angered us, but strengthened our resolve to
keep up the fight against poaching and to remain ever vigilant
in maintaining stringent security measures. The security of our
animals has always been a priority and will remain so.
We’ve not yet resumed our Wildlife Conservation Experience
(WCE) due to ongoing international travel restrictions, but have
found that interest in this programme has not decreased in the
least and we hope to welcome back participants later this year.
On our social media platforms, we share fascinating information
and visuals. Seeing Esmé taking a mud bath, our vultures
descending en masse when food is put out for them or Sebeka’s
little cubs scampering around and clambering over their mother,
will melt your heart.
Until we meet again, follow us on:
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