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At HESC we revel in the beauty of nature and after the birth of 
Philipina’s litter of five cheetahs in June, also at the constant 
reminder that life continues. We regularly feature the little cubs 
on our social media platforms to enable you to share in an 
extraordinary journey that you’ll not easily ever experience in 
the wild. One of the cubs, with the darker colouring, is the rare 
king cheetah of which there are less than 60 worldwide. (We 
apologise for an incorrect figure in a previous newsletter.)

Sebeka’s four cubs born earlier this year are already lively 
youngsters that one day, when they’re older and able to 
sustain themselves independently, will be released back into 
the wild. We rewild cheetahs to add to the declining population 
numbers and to provide new bloodlines to limit inbreeding in 
this beautiful, but vulnerable species.

Cheetahs remain our pride and joy and knowing that we are 
contributing to the conservation of the species, motivates us 
daily. This sleek and handsome animal with its spectacular coat 
roamed freely on the plains of Asia, the Indian sub-continent 
and Africa. Today, only around 7 500 remain worldwide. Of 
those that have survived in a few conservation areas and as 
small, non-sustainable populations, some 1 200 occur in South 
Africa – around 300 to 450 free-ranging in the wild with the 
rest in fenced reserves and in captivity.

Due to loss of income as result of the Covid pandemic and 
the drastic decline in tourism following worldwide travel 
restrictions, we have changed our core business focus. We 
now focus only on the conservation and breeding of cheetahs 
and the rehabilitation of injured endangered species. We have 
discontinued all tourism activities and are sadly no longer open 
to the public. While we have repositioned to cut operating 
costs and direct available resources at our core conservation 
activities, we remain passionate about the conservation of 
endangered species and have the know-how and facilities to 
make a difference.

A highlight of the past quarter was when Lacey, a cheetah 
released from HESC, gave birth to three cubs on her new 

reserve. The miracle of birth remains one of life’s wonders 
and when it involves a cheetah born and raised in captivity, 
we stand in awe of how the ability and instinct to survive and 
perpetuate life in nature is retained. 

The wild dogs that recently joined us have settled down well 
and provide us with the opportunity of creating awareness 
around one of the most threatened predators in Africa. It is 
estimated only some 5 000 remain in the world. Although 
rarely seen in the wild, we can now regularly share visuals of 
them with their colourful and irregular markings that are unique 
to each animal.

Our three rhinos, Lula, Khulula and Esmé, are thriving and 
feedback received on the rhinos released in the wild is 
gratifying. We remain ever grateful for the ten rhinos that we 
could rehabilitate and release back into the wild. 

We will continue sharing information of our animals and 
activities on our social media platforms and urge you to stay 
abreast. Our fundraising initiatives will be driven mainly from 
these platforms. As we are now completely reliant on donations 
to survive, we appeal for your continued support. Please join 
us in the journey to save our iconic wildlife. No matter how 
small your donation, it will make a difference. Donations are 
used only for the conservation, rehabilitation and protection of 
wildlife: https://hesc.co.za/donations/

Read more on our website or follow us on:

Yours in conservation
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It’s mid-winter, yet the sky is blue, the sun is shining and the subtle winter colours are offset 
by the colourful palette of aloes blooming and nectar-feeding birds feasting.
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